
Four Tests for Believers
The Life of Abraham

Hebrews 11:8-19



I.    The Test of a Major Change.
(Gen. 12:1-4)

A.  Abraham, pack up everything and move.

B.  Age does not matter with God: Abraham was 75.

C.  Abraham was wealthy.

D. The first test of a real believer is:

They will follow God’s leading without knowing where.



II.    The Test of a Delayed Promise
(Heb. 11:9-10) 

A.  Promise is an important word in a believer's faith.

B.  When are you going to answer?

Test #1: A Major change – can you follow God’s direction without 
knowing where?

Test #2: A delayed promise – can you trust His timing without know 
the when?



III.  The Test of an Impossible Problem
(Heb. 11:11-12)

A.  God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great 
nation.  

B.  Some of you may be facing an impossible situation, and you are 
worried sick about it.

Real believers trust God in the "how's" of life.

C.  The tests of life for real believers.



IV.    The Test of a Senseless Tragedy
(Heb. 11:17-19)

A.  Why has God allowed evil in the world today?
A real believer will continue to trust God’s purpose without knowing 
why.

B. Some of you may be struggling with the why question right now.

C.  There is nothing wrong with asking where, or when or how or 
why.  

- Job said – though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.

- Habakkuk said – the just shall live by faith.

- Paul said– most gladly will I glory in my weakness.



Mark 9:24

“Lord, I believe.  Help me with my unbelief.”  

Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.


